[Evaluation of the diagnostic value of a test. Main information indices].
Evaluating a new diagnostic test is an essential step required before using a new examination technique. The information concerning the disease provided by the test must be examined in terms of diagnostic value and cost. A test can be evaluated using several indexes. For tests giving binary results, the main information indexes were defined and the calculation of the index was illustrated by an example. The sensitivity, specificity, the Youden index, and the positive and negative predictive values were presented together with the likelihood and odds-ratio. For tests giving quantitative results, the analysis of the ROC curves was discussed. Indexes were interpreted in terms of disease prevalence, the modalities (diagnosis, screening) for applying the test, the sampling technique for the tested population, the gain in diagnosis, and cost of the examination.